Professor Johanna Einarsdottir Manifesto

Current position
I am a professor of early childhood education at the School of Education, University of Iceland. I also
hold an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Oulu in Finland and was awarded the
Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award from the University of Illinois in 2018. I have been
involved in early childhood education and in early childhood teacher education for more than 30
years. I was the dean of School of Education at the University of Iceland 2013-2018. In addition, I
am the founder of the Centre for Research in Early Childhood Education at the University of Iceland.
The aims of the centre are to increase and promote research in the field of early childhood education
and to serve as a forum for development in the field, as well as to facilitate collaboration and
cooperation between researchers and individuals who are involved with policy and practice.
Contributions to EECERA
I have been an active member of the European Early Childhood Education Research Association for
more than two decades. In 2006, I served as chair for the annual conference held in Reykjavik. I have
been an active participant in two EECERA special interest groups, and I have co-edited two EECERA
books and one special issue of the EECERJ. I also serve on the editorial board of the journal. EECERA
provides an important function for early childhood education and care by raising the visibility and
status of the field through the journal, annual conferences, and book series. The hallmark of the
conferences has been an encouraging atmosphere where participants give each other mutual
support and encouragement; I would like to continue this important endeavour. I have been on the
EECERA Board of Trustees since 2012. As a trustee, my goal for working with the SIGS has been to
facilitate cooperation among researchers in the field, which I believe to be an important aim of the
association. I have considerable experience and a thorough understanding of the organization and
a genuine interest in contributing to the future development of EECERA.
Research publications
I have been conducting research in preschools and primary schools and have published my work
both in Europe and the United States in English, Icelandic and Danish. In addition, I have been
involved in several international research projects as a leader, researcher and consultant and have
published with international colleagues from Europe, the US, Asia and Australia. My areas of
expertise are educational transitions, children’s perspectives and action research. I have co-edited
two of the EECERA/Routledge books in the series Towards an Ethical Praxis in Early Childhood, three
special journal issues, a book on Nordic childhoods, and four books on early childhood education in
Icelandic.
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